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SPECIAL THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT

. . . to our Media Sponsors

Our Co-Sponsor

Merced Community College District

…to our Generous Sponsors
Joseph Gallo Farms and the Peter J. Gallo Memorial Foundation

Agrecom Merced County Association of Realtors
Amie's Senior Care Merced County Rescue Mission

Merced Heart AssociatesBristol Hospice
Merced High SchoolCentral Valley Rentals
Merced HondaCrossFit Merced
Merced MallDignity Health
Merced Rotary ClubDisabled American Veterans
Merced Veterans AssociationDustbowl Brewing
MERCOFortis Solutions (Formerly Label Tech)
MidState CrossfitHilltop Ranch
Minuteman PressHinds Hospice
MSEFCUHispanic Chamber of Commerce
Nelson Environmental ServicesInsidelines, LLC
StarbucksJ. Gallo Farms & Peter J. Gallo Memorial
Tesei PetroleumJohnson Industrial
Thai Cuisine IIKellogg's Supply
Travis Credit UnionKirby Manufacturing
University of California, MercedLeap-Carpenter-Kemps Insurance
United Floor CoveringLions Club
United RentalsMerced Chevrolet
Webcor BuildersMerced College

American Legion VFW Post 83
Blue Star Mothers of America

Merced College Veteran Center
US Department of Veterans Affairs

Rotary Community Corps of Merced County US Department of Defense

Russell Vara
Steven Benner

California Air NG, 144th Fighter Wing Teresita Tere Diaz Londono
El Capitan Girls Basketball Team UC Merced Rotaract Club

UC Merced Venture Lab
Nuevo Latino Rotary Club of Winton

Peter J. Gallo Memorial Foundation
Joseph Gallo Farms

Merced Heart Associates
Bristol Hospice Merced High School

Castle Air Museum Merced Honda
Central Valley Rentals Merced Mall

Merced Veterans Association
Disabled American Veterans

Minuteman Press
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Merced School Employees Federal Credit Union

Kellogg's Supply The Community Foundation of Merced County 
Kirby Manufacturing Travis Credit Union

University of California, Merced
Merced Chevrolet United Rentals

Merced County Rescue Mission Walmart

Agrecom

Dignity Health/Mercy Hospital
MERCO Credit Union

Fortis Solutions

Insidelines, LLC Nelson Environmental
Johnson Industrial Tesei Petroleum

Leap Carpenter Kemps Insurance

Page 3Page 18

A Message From the Gallo Farms and Family

An annual tradition since 2013, the Merced Field of Honor is celebrating its 10th an-
niversary this year. Held at Merced College each November, this year it will be open 
from November 5 through November 12.  It’s a time for volunteers and community to 
come together to acknowledge the sacrifices of our active duty military, veterans and 
first responders; recognizing the commitment each has made to keep our community 
and nation safe. 

The Field of Honor includes more than 2,000 flags, each placed by a dedicated group of 
volunteers to acknowledge those who serve and who have served.
Nearly all 2,000 flags include a card with the name of the honoree, branch of service, as 
well as their story of sacrifice. All of the flags are sponsored by family members or grate-
ful community members and most re-fly their flags each year. It takes hundreds of vol-
unteers to make this passion a reality. This year more than 100 volunteers from 
throughout the community including members of Rotary, the Merced Rescue Mission, 
Daughters of the American Revolution, Merced College Veterans Program students, Dis-
abled American Veterans (DAV), boy scouts, high school athletic teams and the Ameri-
can Legion will be responsible for placing the flags to make the event a success.  On No-
vember 4 they will set 1,000 flags and by the end of the week will have set more than 
2,000.

The Merced Field of Honor is steeped in tradition. In 2012 long time Merced Sunrise 
Rotarians, Bob and Betsy Hobbs, were inspired by a similar event held in Murrieta, Cali-
fornia. They were introduced to it during an International Rotary Convention. The pas-
sion for the idea grew quickly and continues to this day. The Merced Field of Honor has 
grown in participation over the years with Merced Sunrise Rotary member Tim O’Neil 
saying, “Never discount an idea someone is passionate about because it will take hold 
and continue to inspire you.”

The Field of Honor even took place during the dark days of COVID with the 8th annual 
event in November 2020.  Merced Sunrise Rotary worked closely with Merced County 
Public Health to make sure that the correct measure were in place to open the Field of 
Honor as “an outdoor museum”.  By most reports the ability to have the Field of Honor 
during the most severe COVID restrictions was a welcome diversion and provided a 
sense of normally during otherwise unprecendented times. 

More than just a field of flags, Merced Sunrise Rotary member Darrell Cherf says it’s 
what the flags represent, “stories of family and loved ones that are rewarding to see be-
cause of how very passionate people are about serving and having served their country.” 
Flags are often re-flown each year by the family or donor so others can continue to learn 
of their service and sacrifice.  Cherf even learned about the sacrifices made by his uncle 
that was killed during the Korean War at the age of 19, while visiting his uncle’s flag.  
His uncle’s body was never recovered but his grandmother and father have always be-
lieved that he would be found, and his remains returned to the family.  There is a dedi-
cated display for those local fallen heroes such as Darrell’s uncle. 



Tim and Darrell also are quick to mention the many sponsors who have been there since
the beginning.  Tim still remembers his first meeting with Mike and Lori Gallo, of 
Joseph Gallo Farms and the Peter J. Gallo Memorial Foundation.  He knew of the fami-
ly’s passion for supporting veterans and first responders and hoped they would share 
the club’s passion for wanting to honor the community’s heroes. 

“When Tim came to us with the idea it really was easy to say yes. Supporting the Merced 
Sunrise Rotary and the Merced Field of Honor project is not just a way in which our 
family is able to remember my brother Peter’s selfless sacrifice but it is an opportunity 
for all of us to acknowledge the importance of service so many have given to our com-
munity and our country,” said Mike Gallo. 

The Peter J. Gallo Memorial Foundation  was established in 1968 by Joseph E. Gallo, a 
Platoon Sergeant for the U.S. Army and WWII veteran, with his children Michael “Mike”
D. Gallo and Linda (Gallo) Jelacich, in memory of Joseph’s son Peter who was killed in 
action in Vietnam.  The Peter J. Gallo Memorial Foundation and Joseph Gallo Farms, 
Maker of Joseph Farms Cheese, are the event’s presenting sponsors.

The Field of Honor is open to the public starting Saturday, November 5th.  Activities be-
gin the next day with the Run/Walk for the Fallen 5K/10K on Sunday, November 6 at 
8:45 am, followed by an opening ceremony at 2:00 p.m. The Merced Marching 100 and 
the Fremont Children’s Honor Choir will participate in the opening ceremonies. Closing 
ceremonies will be held on Saturday November 12 at 2:00 p.m., led by The Merced Col-
lege Jazz Band and Merced Children’s Holiday Choir.

Proceeds from the event go back into the community and support the needs of veterans, 
first responders and multiple causes including Castle Air Museum, local school pro-
grams and Crime Stoppers.  Proceeds also provided lifesaving EKG machines for the 
Merced Fire Department.

The lighted Merced Field of Honor is open around the clock, and is staffed daily from 1 
p.m. to 6 p.m. It is located at the southwest corner of the Merced College campus located
at 3600 M St. in Merced at the corner of Yosemite Avenue. There are special events 
throughout the week, interested parties are encouraged to visit 
www.mercedfieldofhonor.org for more details.  

*****
Story provided by Joseph Gallo Farms, questions please contact Samantha Yniguez, 
syniguez@josephfarms.com
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History of the Field of Honor
Paul Swenson, the founder of the “Healing Field” and President of the Colonial Flag 
Foundation writes:

“I Heard a Utah educator on the radio one week before the one year anniversary of the 
September 11, terrorist a�acks.  He was discussing what schools could do on September 
11, 2002 to remember and honor the victims and heroes of freedom killed in the terror-
ist a�acks a year ago.  

I was trying to imagine how big a number 3031 (the total killed that day) was and decid-
ed it would be appropriate to put up 3031 US �ags.  �ese �ags were 3x5 foot and stood 
on 8 foot poles.  I want the sensation to be that of walking through a corn �eld of �ags so 
an individual literally gets lost in the �ags and feels the enormity of that number.”

Since that �rst Healing Field was created, there have been hundreds of �elds created 
throughout the United States.  �e Fields of Honor were developed later with their pur-
pose being to honor those veterans, members of the military, and �rst responders who 
risk their lives daily to preserve our safety and freedoms.  �e Merced Field of Honor 
2013 is the �rst such display of �ags found in the San Joaquin Valley.   Starting with 1000 
�ags, the expectation is to grow in size each subsequent year

For More Information:
http://www.MercedFieldOfHonor.com/

https://www.facebook.com/MercedFieldOfHonor

http://www.healing�eld.org/merced13/
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13890 Looney Rd., Ballico, CA 95303 
P: (209) 874-1875  /  F: (209) 874-1877 

www.hilltopranch.com 

MANUFACTURING

484 So. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95340
PH. 209-723-0778



#

&' ( ' " # +#( , !-

%../# 0 12/ 132453
&167 12#'893#,.2:1

Located at Bobcat Central, Inc.
1890 E Gerard Ave. Merced, CA 95341

(209) 986-3712

SKID-STEERS  •  TRACTORS   •  TRACK LOADERS
BACKHOES • SKIP LOADERS • EXCAVATORS 

RTVs •   ROLLERS  •  REACHLIFTS 
BOBCAT ATTACHMENTS GALORE!
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1775 Auto Center Drive

Stanislaus

Merced Madera

Mariposa

Merced Branch – 1911 “M” Street

Atwater Branch – 1655 Bellevue Road

Mariposa Branch – 5011 Coakley Circle

www.merco.org (209) 723-4285 or (800) 273-4993
(outside the 209 area code)

Now Serving
Four Counties…

MERCO is pleased to announce we now serve all residents in Merced,
Mariposa, Madera and Stanislaus Counties. Open an account with us for
easy access to low-cost home, auto and personal loans, Visa Cards with
no annual fee, and much more!

We’d Love to Serve Your Financial Needs
MERCO is locally-owned and not-for-pro�t, which helps keep your community
strong and your �nancial services at lower costs. Contact us at www.merco.org or
(209) 723-4285 today.

Call or drop by one of our branches and apply today!

Federally insured by NCUA
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Located at Bobcat Central, Inc. 
1890 E Gerard Ave. Merced, CA 95341  

(209) 986-3712

SKID-STEERS  •  TRACTORS   •  TRACK LOADERS 
BACKHOES  •  SKIP LOADERS  •   EXCAVATORS  

RTVs •   ROLLERS  •  REACHLIFTS  
BOBCAT ATTACHMENTS GALORE! 



13890 Looney Rd., Ballico, CA 95303 
P: (209) 874-1875  /  F: (209) 874-1877 

www.hilltopranch.com

MANUFACTURING

484 So. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95340
PH. 209-723-0778

3090 M Street, Suite #8
Merced, CA 95348
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VETERANS

3050 M Street • Merced, CA 95348

(209) 722-3944
Lic. # 247202428

• A clean, safe, warm living
environment

• Weekly laundry service 
& housekeeping

• Exercise, music & crafts programs
• Personal assisted care and

medication management

1450 East 27th Street • Merced, CA 95340

(209) 384-3300
Lic. # 247201669

• Elegant homelike
atmosphere

• Morning exercise program
• Assistance with personal care
• Meticulous medication

management

(209) 384-3300
Lic. # 244700001

• Meal planning & preparation
• Bathing, dressing & personal

grooming
• Transportation assistance
• Daily household chores
• Medication reminders

www.amiesseniorcare.com
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Humankindness 
lives in Merced.
Human connection is at the core of 
everything we do. Whether it was 
welcoming your little one into the 
world, tending to your injuries in an 
emergency, or all the other things in 
between; we thank you for letting us 
care for you.

Page 5





Le�er of thanks from the Chairperson 

Welcome to the 2019 Field of Honor!

"Lets we forget" - Joseph Rudyard Kipling

It is our unique privilege to honor those men and women who serve or 
have served in defense of our life and liberty. To this end, Merced Sunrise 

There are many men and women from our community, from all walks of 
life, who have volunteered to put themselves in harm’s way to protect 
the lives of their fellow Americans. Our veterans defend our freedom

behalf.  

Merced Sunrise Rotary is grateful for the number of Community Sponsors 
who have supported us in honoring those individuals whose lives are 

sponsorship of the Merced School Employees Federal Credit Union that
eighth-grade students from Merced City Schools have the opportunity 

responders. They tour the Field, learn about our community heroes, and

behalf.

We invite you to join us in a walk through our Field, to read about our

those who have pledged their life in service to our great country!

an appropriate manner.

Honor”, and that you take an opportunity to tour the Field!

Chairpersons, 2019 Merced Field of Honor

Welcome to the 2020 Field of Honor!

“ ” 

                                                                                   – Calvin Coolidge  

It is our unique privilege to honor those men and women who serve 
or have served in defense of our life and liberty. To this end, Merced 
Sunrise Rotary and Merced College are co-hosting the seventh annual 
“Field of Honor” in recognition of those who have volunteered to 
protect the freedom of our great nation.

There are many men and women from our community, from all walks 
of life, who have volunteered to put themselves in harm’s way to 
protect the lives of their fellow Americans. Our veterans defend our 
freedom from domestic threats and abroad, and our first responders 
protect our life, liberty, and property in our communities. The “Field 
of Honor” is one way of saying “Thank You” for the service they have 
provided on our behalf.

Merced Sunrise Rotary is grateful for the number of Community 
Sponsors who have supported us in honoring those individuals whose 
lives are represented by each flag flown on the Field.  This year, the 
Field of Honor donated funds to the City of Merced Fire Department 
to purchase a Lucas Device, an easy-to-use mechanical chest com-
pression device that helps lifesaving teams deliver high-quality chest 
compressions to sudden cardiac arrest patients in the field, on the 
move, and in the hospital. In the hands of our brave Fire Fighters, 
this device will contribute to saving lives in our community.

We invite you to join us in a walk through our Field, to read about our 
honorees, and to learn more about our flag’s history. Help us to honor 
those who have pledged their life in service to our great country!

The “Field of Honor” will be open from Saturday, November 7th 
through Saturday, November 14th. Participants may pick up their flags 
beginning on Saturday November 14th at 2:00 pm. 

We hope you will participate in honoring our heroes through the 
“Field of Honor”, and that you take an opportunity to tour the Field!

Co-Chairpersons
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Welcome to the 2019 Merced Sunrise Rotary Field of Honor! It is our privi-
lege to organize the Field of Honor over the last seven years. However, 

this project would be impossible without the generous sponsorship of Joseph 
Gallo Farms, the Peter J. Gallo Memorial Foundation, and numerous other spon-
sors and donors. We are most grateful to the Administration and Staff of Merced 
College for once again hosting this stunning event on their “Front Lawn”.

The Flag of the United States symbolizes many great things to us as Americans,
to include a sense of pride, valor, and patriotism, as well as the hopes, dreams, 
and aspirations of millions.

During the Field of Honor, we recognize that the Flag also symbolizes the ideals 
of Service in defense of freedom and the Constitution. Our Flag evolved over 

and new states joined our nation.

The Sunrise Rotary Club hosts this event to acknowledge and honor the service 

fundamental to the American way of life, and many like-minded citizens have 
worked tirelessly to help bring this event to fruition.

responder during your visit to the Field of Honor, be sure to thank them for 
their effort and service to our community, state, and nation.   

It is a pleasure once again to be working in concert with Merced City Schools, 
Merced School Employees Credit Union, and numerous volunteers who will

th grade 
students who will be visiting the Field over the coming week.  

We shall once again provide the opportunity for community members to prop-
-

ing and closing ceremonies.

to honor those who contribute to making our freedom and way of life possible.

Yours in Rotary Service,

Merced Sunrise Rotary
P.O. Box 3262

Merced, CA  95340

2018/19 President
Merced Sunrise Rotary Club

Welcome to the 2020 Merced Sunrise Rotary Field of Honor.

We know the Field represents many things across our community, but to 
us this is a way of honoring those who give their all to make this a great 
community and nation.

The American flag is a symbol of what our nation believes in; it is a 
dream and most of all a hope for a better future. The flag expresses our 
right to choose, aspire to be what we want to be, fail, or succeed without 
fear of interference or punishment. The flag flies as a symbol of freedom 
which has been fought for by our servicemen and women of the many 
different branches of our military. Many served valiantly and many paid 
the ultimate sacrifice. We salute all our veterans.

The Field also honors our First Responders. Their tireless front line 
work; in Law Enforcement, Fire Departments and as Medical 
Responders inspire us to serve others better. We want to acknowledge 
their every day unwavering commitment to serve.

The Field is a labor of love for our Club. We are so thankful for 
wonderful sponsors like Joseph Gallo Farms, the Peter J. Gallo 
Memorial Foundation, Dignity Health, Bristol Hospice, United Rentals, 
and the many other remarkable sponsors and volunteers who make the 
Field possible each year.

Our Chairs, Merced College and local authorities were determined to 
make the Field happen this year. Although many events stumbled across 
America, we can say the Field and its importance prevailed during these 
challenging times. We hope you recall and reflect on the best of America 
as you scan your Field. Our flag is a symbol of valor to those who served 
under it, for pride and patriotism of our citizens and the hope and 
dreams of all who live in this great country.

Thank you for your support. Without you, Merced Sunrise Rotary would 
never be able to put on this spectacular event honoring those who served 
and are serving this great nation in so many ways.

May God Bless you and may God Bless the USA.

See you on the Field,

2020/21 President
Merced Sunrise Rotary Club
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Now that you’re certifi ed eligible for a VA Loan, turn to Travis Credit 
Union for competitive rates and the fi nancial expertise to help 
you navigate the loan process! We’ll review your unique fi nancial 
situation, answer your questions, and off er you practical advice on 
the right loan terms for you. For buying or refi nancing, Travis has:

IT’S OUR HONOR 
TO SERVE YOU

Easy online application

Friendly, local loan servicing

Tailored loan options

VA 30-year Fixed Purchase require a minimum credit score of 610. Based on a loan to value of 100% and loan amount of $250,000, 
the effective interest rate as of August 20, 2019 is 4.000%, with an Annual Percentage Rate (APR) of 4.242%. Monthly payment is 
$1,156.30 for months 1-359 and $1,156.48 for month 360. Monthly payment disclosed is principal & interest and does not include taxes 
and insurance. VA loans are guaranteed by the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (VA). Loans that require taxes and insurance to 
be impounded per month, and depending on eligibility may require a VA Funding Fee of 1.25% to 3.30% of the base loan amount. VA 

Stop by our Home Loan Center, your nearest Travis branch, 
or call us at (888) 698-0000 to learn more. 

Or start the process online: 
traviscu.org/personal/borrow/real-estate/va-loan/
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