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. . . to our Media Sponsors

The Merced Field of Honor is steeped in tradition. In 2012 long time Merced Sunrise
Rotarians, Bob and Betsy Hobbs, were inspired by a similar event held in Murrieta, California. They were introduced to it during an International Rotary Convention. The passion for the idea grew quickly and continues to this day. The Merced Field of Honor has
grown in participation over the years with Merced Sunrise Rotary member Tim O’Neil
saying, “Never discount an idea someone is passionate about because it will take hold


   
 
and continue
to inspire
you.” VFW 
American
Legion
Post 83
Russell Vara      
  , Steven Benner
       
   
Blue Star Mothers"of
America
th
" 

,








!

California
Aireven
NG, took
144 place
Fighter
Wingthe dark
Teresita
Diaz
Londono
The Field
of Honor
during
days ofTere
COVID
with
the
8 th annual


 

  UC
" !

 
event
in November
2020.
Sunrise
Rotary
worked
closely
with Club
Merced
County
ElCapitan
Girls Merced
Basketball
Team
Merced
Rotaract
*
 Health
 - ,
  sure that
the
# correct
 $%&'( (
( )
" to
!
!Field
 of
Public
to make
in place
open
Merced
College Veteran
Center measure
UCwere
Merced
Venture
Lab the

.




/
.



+

0





))
Honor Nuevo
as “an outdoor
museum”.
ByWinton
most reportsUS
theDepartment
ability to have
the FieldAffairs
of Honor
of Veterans
Latino Rotary
Club of
1

  severe COVID
2 
+ 3,
#

  *and
 +(
$&&  a 
during
the
most
restrictions
was
a
welcome
diversion
provided
Rotary Community Corps of Merced County
US Department of Defense
sense of normally during otherwise unprecendented times.
More than just a field of flags, Merced Sunrise
Page
3 Rotary member Darrell Cherf says it’s
3DJH
what the flags represent, “stories of family and loved ones that are rewarding to see because of how very passionate people are about serving and having served their country.”
Flags are often re-flown each year by the family or donor so others can continue to learn
of their service and sacrifice. Cherf even learned about the sacrifices made by his uncle
that was killed during the Korean War at the age of 19, while visiting his uncle’s flag.
His uncle’s body was never recovered but his grandmother and father have always believed that he would be found, and his remains returned to the family. There is a dedicated display for those local fallen heroes such as Darrell’s uncle.

Tim and Darrell also are quick to mention the many sponsors who have been there since
the beginning. Tim still remembers his first meeting with Mike and Lori Gallo, of
Joseph Gallo Farms and the Peter J. Gallo Memorial Foundation. He knew of the family’s passion for supporting veterans and first responders and hoped they would share
the club’s passion for wanting to honor the community’s heroes.
“When Tim came to us with the idea it really was easy to say yes. Supporting the Merced
Sunrise Rotary and the Merced Field of Honor project is not just a way in which our
family is able to remember my brother Peter’s selfless sacrifice but it is an opportunity
for all of us to acknowledge the importance of service so many have given to our community and our country,” said Mike Gallo.
The Peter J. Gallo Memorial Foundation was established in 1968 by Joseph E. Gallo, a
Platoon Sergeant for the U.S. Army and WWII veteran, with his children Michael “Mike”
D. Gallo and Linda (Gallo) Jelacich, in memory of Joseph’s son Peter who was killed in
action in Vietnam. The Peter J. Gallo Memorial Foundation and Joseph Gallo Farms,
Maker of Joseph Farms Cheese, are the event’s presenting sponsors.
The Field of Honor is open to the public starting Saturday, November 5th. Activities begin the next day with the Run/Walk for the Fallen 5K/10K on Sunday, November 6 at
8:45 am, followed by an opening ceremony at 2:00 p.m. The Merced Marching 100 and
the Fremont Children’s Honor Choir will participate in the opening ceremonies. Closing
ceremonies will be held on Saturday November 12 at 2:00 p.m., led by The Merced College Jazz Band and Merced Children’s Holiday Choir.
Proceeds from the event go back into the community and support the needs of veterans,
first responders and multiple causes including Castle Air Museum, local school programs and Crime Stoppers. Proceeds also provided lifesaving EKG machines for the
Merced Fire Department.
The lighted Merced Field of Honor is open around the clock, and is staffed daily from 1
p.m. to 6 p.m. It is located at the southwest corner of the Merced College campus located
at 3600 M St. in Merced at the corner of Yosemite Avenue. There are special events
throughout the week, interested parties are encouraged to visit
www.mercedfieldofhonor.org for more details.
*****
Story provided by Joseph Gallo Farms, questions please contact Samantha Yniguez,
syniguez@josephfarms.com
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History of the Field of Honor
Paul Swenson, the founder of the “Healing Field” and President of the Colonial Flag
Foundation writes:
“I Heard a Utah educator on the radio one week before the one year anniversary of the
September 11, terrorist attacks. He was discussing what schools could do on September
11, 2002 to remember and honor the victims and heroes of freedom killed in the terrorist attacks a year ago.
I was trying to imagine how big a number 3031 (the total killed that day) was and decided it would be appropriate to put up 3031 US flags. These flags were 3x5 foot and stood
on 8 foot poles. I want the sensation to be that of walking through a corn field of flags so
an individual literally gets lost in the flags and feels the enormity of that number.”
Since that first Healing Field was created, there have been hundreds of fields created
throughout the United States. The Fields of Honor were developed later with their purpose being to honor those veterans, members of the military, and first responders who
risk their lives daily to preserve our safety and freedoms. The Merced Field of Honor
2013 is the first such display of flags found in the San Joaquin Valley. Starting with 1000
flags, the expectation is to grow in size each subsequent yearǯ

For More Information:
http://www.MercedFieldOfHonor.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MercedFieldOfHonor
http://www.healingfield.org/merced13/
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13890 Looney Rd., Ballico, CA 95303
P: (209) 874-1875 / F: (209) 874-1877
www.hilltopranch.com

1775 Auto Center Drive
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Located at Bobcat Central, Inc.

1890 E Gerard Ave. Merced, CA 95341

(209) 986-3712

HONORING AMERICA’S
VETERANS

DREAM BIG. WORRY SMALL.
Lic. #0646081

LCKinsurance.com
209.384.0727
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IT’S OUR HONOR
TO SERVE YOU
Now that you’re certified eligible for a VA Loan, turn to Travis Credit
Union for competitive rates and the financial expertise to help
you navigate the loan process! We’ll review your unique financial
situation, answer your questions, and offer you practical advice on
the right loan terms for you. For buying or refinancing, Travis has:
QEasy online application
QFriendly, local loan servicing
QTailored loan options
Stop by our Home Loan Center, your nearest Travis branch,
or call us at (888) 698-0000 to learn more.
Or start the process online:
traviscu.org/personal/borrow/real-estate/va-loan/
VA 30-year Fixed Purchase require a minimum credit score of 610. Based on a loan to value of 100% and loan amount of $250,000,
the effective interest rate as of August 20, 2019 is 4.000%, with an Annual Percentage Rate (APR) of 4.242%. Monthly payment is
$1,156.30 for months 1-359 and $1,156.48 for month 360. Monthly payment disclosed is principal & interest and does not include taxes
and insurance. VA loans are guaranteed by the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (VA). Loans that require taxes and insurance to
be impounded per month, and depending on eligibility may require a VA Funding Fee of 1.25% to 3.30% of the base loan amount. VA
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